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HEARST FOUNDATION AWARDS JOURNALISM SCH O O L $200,000 GRANT
M ISSOULA—
With the help of a new grant, The University of Montana will be able to bring expert
professional journalists to share their knowledge with students and faculty at the School of
Journalism.
The William Randolph Hearst Foundation has presented UM with a $200,000 check to
create an endowed fund that will allow print and broadcast journalists to visit the school. The
establishment of the William Randolph Hearst Endowed Fund for Visiting Professionals
recognizes the school’s position as one of the top journalism programs in the nation.
"These endowments have been established at a number of leading j-schools in the last
decade," wrote Thomas Eastham, vice president and western director of the Hearst foundation,
in a letter announcing the grant. "The purpose is to help build bridges between those who
teach journalism and those who practice it ...."
Journalism Dean Jerry Brown envisions top reporters, broadcasters and designers
visiting campus for several days to several weeks at a time.
“This grant reflects the vision and effort of Carol Van Valkenburg and the late Joe Durso,
both of whom saw the need for funds to enrich the program by attracting prominent guest
speakers,” Brown said. “Journalism students always need a fresh flow of working pros to
compliment their classroom instruction ”
Professor and former Interim Dean Carol Van Valkenburg sees the grant as an
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acknowledgment of UM’s excellent journalism program. It is also, she says, a reflection of
students’ top-notch performances in the annual Hearst Journalism Awards Program, widely
referred to as the "Pulitzers of college journalism." UM finished fifth overall in the 1999
competition.
"We have been doing very well in this program for many years," Van Valkenburg said.
"That’s part of what catches their attention. They know that our students are very good
because they stack up well against journalism students from across the country."
In a letter to former Interim Dean Joe Durso, who initiated the endowment proposal
before his death in 1998, Eastham praised the school’s awards and academic attributes, as well
as its "deep concern for the people of the state of Montana.
"The Native News Honors Project is especially notable — not only giving students rich
experience in throwing light on state problems, but in itself an extraordinary public service,"
Eastham wrote. "The reporting and writing are tops, and sharing it with newspapers
throughout Montana is exceptional."
The eighth annual native news tab, "Horizons: Preserving the Past, Securing the
Future," was distributed throughout the state in June.
Deliberations are under way about how best to use the $200,000 grant, which has been
invested. Most likely, Van Valkenburg said, interest and part of the principle will be used to
bring in visiting professionals starting next spring.
"We’re looking at this being an ongoing thing so that students can benefit for a long
time," she said.
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